
SUBJECT: ACCELERATION 

• 

An accelerated opportunity is the most effective intervention for 
enriching the academic growth of advanced students. The Dundee Central 
School Board of Education wishes to provide a sound education to all children 
and to that end recognizes the need to offer academic acceleration to those 
students who continuously perform at advanced levels on internal 
assessments, external standardized assessments, and score mastery on State 
assessments. Acceleration can take several forms and there are multiple 
ways to implement acceleration through small groups or individual 
instruction, both from within the classroom or by moving to a different 
location. There are also select students whose progress is such that the 
following methods of acceleration may be more appropriate: full-grade 
acceleration, individual subject acceleration, and early high school 
graduation. 

Full-Grade Acceleration: Assigning a student to a higher grade level than 
is typical, given the student's age, on a full-time basis for the purpose of 
providing access to appropriately challenging learning opportunities. 

Individual Subject Acceleration: The practice of assigning a student to a 
higher grade level than is typical, given the student's age for the purpose of 
providing access to appropriately challenging learning opportunities in one or 
more subject areas. 

Early High School Graduation: The practice of facilitating completion of 
the high school program in fewer than four years for the purpose of providing 
earlier than typical access to post-secondary educational opportunities. 

Determining Acceleration Opportunities 

1.	 When a student's record shows top grades during a year of study, 
and/or the student performs at an advanced level on all standardized 
or State assessments, a series of steps will be taken to determine 
whether some form of acceleration is an educationally appropriate 
choice for the current year or for the next year's study. This must be 
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done in a timely manner so that administrators and staff can plan to 
accommodate acceleration needs. 

2.	 When a student is being considered for full-grade acceleration, 
above grade level testing will be assessed using the Terra Nova II's 
along with mastery 4's on equivalent State assessments. Results will 
guide a team consisting of parents, student, staff, principal, and school 
psychologist. Decisions will be made collaboratively. 

• 
a. More than academic skills must be considered in making a 

decision about full-grade acceleration as an appropriate 
educational choice. Information about the student's learning 
styles, level of independence and maturity, communication 
skills, social skills, and K-12 educational goals will be considered 
along with the pre-mastery information and further skill 
assessment. 

3.	 Individual Subject Acceleration will be determined in the same 
format as full-grade acceleration with a concentration on 
test/assessment scores in the subject area being considered. 
Additionally, consideration of higher level courses in accelerated 
subject areas must be available to students once the full compliment of 
offered Regents and college courses is exhausted. 

4.	 Early High School Graduation: Mariy students can take advantage 
of Early High School graduation pending their level of success in 
mandated course work and on Regents examinations. Students who 
wish to graduate in three years rather than four years must begin 
planning the process with their guidance counselor and principal after 
their first year of high school. All requirements under BOE policy 
7221, Early Graduation, and 7225, Valedictorian/Salutatorian (if 
applicable), must be met for this form of acceleration. 
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